
 
 
September 15, 2009 
 
The Honorable Tom Harkin The Honorable Michael Enzi 
Chair Ranking Member 
Committee on Health, Education,  Committee on Health, Education,  
Labor and Pensions Labor and Pensions 
Washington, DC 20510     Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Chairman Harkin and Senator Enzi: 
 
On behalf of the American Public Health Association (APHA), the oldest and most diverse organization of 
public health professionals and advocates in the world dedicated to promoting and protecting the health of the 
public and our communities, I write to offer our strong and full support for the nomination of Dr. David 
Michaels as Assistant Secretary for the Occupational Safety and Health Administration. Dr. Michaels is a long-
standing member of APHA and has dedicated his career to promoting scientific integrity and improving the 
health and safety of America’s workers and the public at large. We believe his commitment to protecting worker 
health and safety makes him an excellent choice to lead this critical public health agency.  
 
Dr. Michaels is one of the strongest leaders in the public health community. Throughout his career, he has 
received numerous awards for his work on behalf of nuclear weapons workers and his efforts to promote 
scientific integrity. He currently serves as a Research Professor and Interim Chair of the Department of 
Environmental and Occupational Health in the Department of Environmental and Occupational Health at the 
George Washington University School of Public Health and Health Services.  
 
Dr. Michaels’ scientific credentials are of the highest order. He is well trained and has always demonstrated 
sound judgment in the use of his scientific skills. His first priority has always been in the public interest based 
on a solid understanding of the facts.  
 
Prior to his work at George Washington University, Dr. Michaels served as the Department of Energy's 
Assistant Secretary for Environment, Safety and Health from 1998 through January 2001. In this role, he 
worked tirelessly to protect the health and safety of workers, communities and the environment surrounding the 
nation's nuclear weapons facilities. 
 
We strongly endorse Dr. Michaels’ nomination for the position of Assistant Secretary for the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration and urge his quick confirmation.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Georges C. Benjamin, MD, FACP, FACEP (E) 
Executive Director  
 
Cc: The Honorable Patty Murray 
      The Honorable Johnny Isakson 
      The Honorable George Miller 
      The Honorable John Kline       


