
 

25 Northwest Point Blvd., Suite 700 
Elk Grove Village, Illinois, 60007-1030 

Telephone: 847/818-1800, Fax: 847/818-9266 

 

September 21, 2009 
 
The Honorable Tom Harkin     The Honorable Michael B. Enzi 
Chairman      Ranking Member 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor  Committee on Health, Education, Labor 
   and Pensions        and Pensions 
United States Senate     United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senators: 

On behalf of the American College of Occupational and Environmental Medicine (ACOEM), I am 
writing to express our support for the nomination of David Michaels to be the Assistant Secretary of 
Labor for Occupational Safety and Health and to urge the Committee to confirm his nomination. 
 
David Michaels is a highly respected occupational health and safety scientist, who insists on sound 
science but also on reasoned judgment in the face of uncertainty. He brings to OSHA an excellent 
track record in protecting workers from workplace hazards through his research, publications, and 
prior role at the U.S. Department of Energy.   
 
We agree with his view that the objective of OSHA should not be simply more enforcement. His 
emphasis on creating a culture of safe and healthy behavior in the American workplace will be a 
positive change in direction to the Agency.   
 
David Michaels has outlined several sensible objectives for OSHA, which include issuing a 
workplace injury and prevention program rule; increasing workplace health and safety capacity 
through training grants; developing a new electronic record-keeping and reporting system; and 
initiating a campaign to change the way the nation thinks about workplace safety.  We look forward 
to working with Dr. Michaels on these, and other, initiatives.  
 
ACOEM is the nation’s largest medical society devoted to promoting the health of workers, their 
families, and communities through preventive medicine, clinical care, research, and education. 
ACOEM represents nearly 5,000 physicians and other health care professionals specializing in the 
field of occupational and environmental medicine (OEM).  
 
In closing, ACOEM urges the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions to 
confirm the nomination of David Michaels to be the Assistant Secretary of Labor for Occupational 
Safety and Health. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Pamela Hymel, MD            
President 
 


